
I’ve had a man in my house for 9 years.  No, not my husband Jim, he’s been here longer.

This “man” was purchased at Party City in El Cerrito, where he was unceremoniously standing 
next to John McCain (considerably shorter and much less appealing to say the least).  

He has stood in various rooms of our home for 9 years, wearing a suit and tie (and occasionally 
a Santa hat, birthday hat, Mardi Gras beads or a Halloween skull necklace).  He has become a 
celebrated member of the family.

His name is Barack Obama and what I am describing is the life size standing cutout I bought 9 
years ago when he was running for President the first time.  He wasn’t cheap ($50 or so) but I 
knew he was worth it.  And he hasn’t let me down.

Any of you that have been to our house have seen him (and most of you have wanted a picture 
taken with him).  I remember the first time: a man came here to do some work on the house and 
he was so excited to see Obama here and to have his picture taken with him.  He’s been back 
several times and always remembers that first photo, and he always asks for an update. (Side 
note: he found out where I purchased Obama and went back to find him sold out.  McCain, 
however, was still for sale, no takers).  

Obama stands by the door at Halloween and the children are especially thrilled to see him.  
“Obama!  Obama!” they shout.  The parents are happy too.  He always has a smile and a suit 
and tie.  Always Presidential.  He has celebrated every family member’s birthday with a birthday 
hat.  At Christmas he wears the Santa hat.  

For 9 years he has stood either in the living room, the dining room and during election years, by 
the front window.  He has stood steadfast, never falling or bending once.  I see him every 
morning and every night and he has provided a sense of calm and decency always.

It’s not only true for the Obama in my house, it’s true for the Obama in the White House.  In my 
lifetime, he has been the President who has most exemplified class, grace, intelligence, 
empathy, and progress.  For 8 years I have felt that our country has been in the hands of a man, 
who despite daily opposition from so many parts of government, I knew was up to the task and 
who would take care of us.  I can’t thank him enough.

I’m not ready to face the future, even as much as I have been immersed in the election, the 
news and the now daily scandals of the man who is supposed to take office in 10 days.  I just 
can’t go there yet.

So the question you might be asking yourself is yes.  Yes, President Barack Obama is staying in 
our house.  And you can come visit him (and have your picture taken with him).  He’s told us 
he's not going anywhere (both in his farewell speech and in my house).

Thank you President Barack Obama.

    


